April 2016
Now entering its 13th year, the Graduate School of Public Policy was established in April 2004 to educate professionals in diverse areas of public policy. The school provides interdisciplinary training with a balanced mix of law, politics, and economics, including classes given by teaching staff with practical experience and hands-on training that draws on real-world case studies, and has fostered people who have gone on to work in the planning, evaluation, and implementation of policy. We have been fortunate to enjoy steady growth in our number of graduates, with the total having surpassed 1,000 at the end of AY 2015. While many graduates have taken up positions at administrative agencies in Japan and overseas, recent years have also seen an increasing number finding employment at think tanks or in such fields as finance or manufacturing.
One of the key issues we have had to grapple with since our establishment has been internationalization. With links between Japan and the rest of the world becoming both deeper and more complex, internationalization has also become a vital feature of public policy education and we have taken active steps to incorporate this major trend into our programs. In 2009, we launched the University of Tokyo's first ever double degree program (whereby students can gain a degree both from the University of Tokyo and a partner university), and we currently have arrangements with Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy of the National University of Singapore, the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, Paris Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po), Hertie School of Governance in Germany, the Graduate School of International Studies at Seoul National University, and the School of International Studies at Peking University. We have also started to accept a large number of overseas students following the establishment, from AY 2010, of MPP/IP (Master of Public Policy, International Program) that offers a master's degree taken entirely in English. Thanks to these initiatives, approximately 40% of our classes are now in English and the number of overseas students has also climbed to roughly 40%, making us a cosmopolitan campus with a high level of internationalization compared to the rest of the University of Tokyo. Secondly, we have sought to act as a bridge between the latest research and teaching and its real-world application, including by taking advantage of external funding. This has included the establishment of research programs in such fields as international transportation policy, energy and the global environment, healthcare policy, capital markets, urban and regional policy, maritime policy, space policy, e-government practices, and science and technology innovation policy. By linking up not only with other universities but also with extensive real-world policy networks, we are able to undertake higher level and more practical research and education. As part of this, we are also taking a leadership role in cross-disciplinary programs across the university. Thirdly, we will be launching a doctoral program from AY 2016. The knowledge and skills needed for the planning, evaluation, and implementation of policy are becoming increasingly sophisticated and complex, and, most notably, we are entering a time when a doctorate will be essential for participation in things like international agencies or international negotiations. The aim of the doctoral program is to foster candidates who possess advanced abilities in interdisciplinary and practical international areas as well as a high level of research capabilities in their specialist field (law/politics, economics), with the goal of producing public policy leaders in Japan and the world in the fields of international finance and development and international security.
In these ways, the Graduate School of Public Policy is making steady progress toward becoming one of the world's leading schools in its field. I hope that our students can make the most of these learning environments and transform themselves into public policy professionals. As we also intend to expand our network of overseas partner universities, I strongly recommend that students spend some of their time studying overseas. To everyone in the field, I appreciate your ongoing help and support for these students.
IIZUKA, Toshiaki Dean, Graduate School of Public Policy, The University of Tokyo
The 20th century witnessed dramatic development across all disciplines of the natural sciences, becoming a period of wide-ranging technological advancement. These scientific and technological innovations tremendously expanded the scope of human activities, transformed society, and granted humans unprecedented powers. Even so, the limitations of the basic systems supporting modern society, such as capitalism and democracy, have become obvious. I feel that the world situation is becoming increasingly unstable because of the manifestation of global-scale problems, including the degradation of the global environment, depletion of natural resources and regional disparities. For humanity today, which has acquired greater capabilities than all preceding generations, the path to creating a stable and peaceful society is still unclear. With these circumstances in mind, I believe that we need to create a new system that encourages people from diverse backgrounds to respect one another and cooperate so that they can give a substantial boost to the global economy. As a developed country in Asia, I believe that Japan has a historical obligation to lead humanity's shift towards a wisdom-driven society, and that the University of Tokyo should make significant contributions. The role I hope to fulfil at the Graduate School of Public Policy (GraSPP) is the training of knowledge professionals and people who can develop the next generation of societal mechanisms to take over from existing practices that, as noted above, are reaching the limits of their usefulness, and who can translate these into practical policy. This requires a broad understanding of a wide variety of knowledge and attitudes, and the collaborative knowledge creation with professionals from many different fields. It is my hope that GraSPP trains leaders who can take on new ways of doing things, representing the next generation, in collaboration with other graduate schools and faculties at the University of Tokyo, with overseas research institutions and universities, and with industry and government. 
GONOKAMI, Makoto

Curriculum Career Path
Our curriculum has five distinctive features. First, our curriculum covers the following three areas: legal matters relating to the design and operation of social systems, political considerations concerning the dynamics of running those systems, and economic issues in the formulation and evaluation of proposed policies.
Second, students engage in case studies on specific policies as part of the core curriculum. This gives students opportunities to apply the knowledge they have learned, create original and innovative solutions, and improve their communication skills. Third, our curriculum provides students with the chance to obtain feedback from professional policymakers.
Instructors with extensive real-world experience teach courses that are closely related to real-life policy situations. We hold seminars that feature professional policymakers as lecturers.
Fourth, our curriculum is designed to enable students to improve their communication skills while mastering core knowledge. For this purpose, we emphasize oral presentations and policy papers.
Fifth, writing a research paper or thesis would be recommended. 
Public Management Program
To develop public management skills from a political and public administration perspective
The Public Management Program trains students to analyze public policy issues and formulate policies from a political and administrative perspective. The program qualifies graduates to administer organizations and manage policies. Formulating, implementing and evaluating policies are challenges that every organization faces. To create effective policies, organizations must properly manage their various components and tailor their management style to their context. Recent reforms in Japan, including the establishment of independent administrative institutions and the privatization of the postal system, show that organizational structures and business management styles are critical even for public institutions. While public servants have traditionally been expected mainly to provide policy advice, from now on their focus will be more and more on organizational operation and administration. This trend will be seen not just in national and local governments but also in nonprofit organizations and other organizations involved in the public sphere.
Our curriculum with its focus on case studies equips students with an understanding of the various theories and systems related to public management as well as the skills to construct and implement new public management systems. We aim to develop professionals who can identify issues and develop measures to address them.
real-world applications, (2) to equip students with a mastery of econometrics and cost-benefit analysis tools to perform quantitative evaluations, and (3) to foster in students the ability to conduct economic analysis on specific policy issues, through real case studies.
Legal Policy Program
To learn the theory and practice of law in public administration contexts and acquire high-level, practical legal skills
The Legal Policy Program creates law-making experts equipped with the knowledge and planning skills needed to find and analyze solutions for socioeconomic issues from a legal perspective. Amid today's increasingly complex socioeconomic context, problems are arising that were never envisioned under conventional legal systems. These problems, including risk management, responses to today's Internet-centered world, and crime prevention and countermeasures, are presenting major challenges. Issues are not only becoming more complex but also require urgent resolution. To address these issues, government requires, more than ever before, policymakers who possess the sophisticated legal skills needed to analyze problems, develop well-balanced solutions amid diverse values, and translate them into legislation. High-level legal skills are increasingly demanded of public officials and are indispensable for nonprofit organizations and corporations as well.
Our curriculum develops experts who understand the legal systems related to public administration, possess law-making skills, and have experience in taking balanced legal decisions thanks to their training using real case studies.
Economic Policy Program
To acquire the knowledge and skills needed to conduct world-class economic analysis in the field of public policy
The Economic Policy Program provides students with the knowledge and analytical skills necessary to analyze and evaluate public policy alternatives from the perspective of economics.
As evidenced by the large number of government officials with advanced degrees in economics, it is now common throughout the world for sophisticated economic analysis to shape public policy. This phenomenon has expanded into areas once considered unrelated to economics, such as labor, the environment, public welfare, and medicine. While the U.S. and Europe have many government officials who are very well-versed in economics, Japan does not have a sufficient number of policymakers who can perform high-level economic analysis.
The three main features of our curriculum are (1) to teach students basic microeconomic and macroeconomic theory through the study of
International Public Policy Program
To foster the ability to formulate policies on international issues such as global warming and security
The International Public Policy Program equips students with the core knowledge and planning and negotiation skills to address international policy issues, such as foreign affairs and development aid. The program qualifies graduates for positions requiring skill and expertise in international policymaking.
As globalization proceeds apace, international issues like global warming have come to significantly influence domestic policies. Today even domestic policies must be considered from an international perspective. At the same time, an increasing number of issues require policy coordination that transcends national boundaries. Issues such as state reconstruction after civil war and nuclear arms control are conducted through coordination among multiple countries. More and more, international institutions are becoming the main actors in addressing these issues.
Our curriculum equips students with an understanding of regional issues and their political and economic context, as well as the skills to construct measures to solve issues in light of the world situation. Through case studies on international conflicts, students deepen their appreciation of context in relation to policy implementation.
Master of Public Policy, International Program (MPP/IP)
English-taught Master's program that is designed to cultivate the competencies necessary to actively participate on an international policy stage
The objective of this course is to produce public policy professionals who possess a global perspective and are capable of performing effectively in international policy environments. In order to meet graduation requirements, students enrolled in MPP/IP must complete more than 70 percent of classes taught only in English only. The program is aiming to nurture an environment in which the top-level Japanese and foreign students will combine their talents and cooperatively learn all the salient elements necessary to become leaders in their respective countries.
We are striving to fuse the uniqueness of Japan to a curriculum that is acceptable internationally, and to ensure compatibility with the leading global universities with which we have academic exchange agreements. We intend to develop an environment that supports the introduction of double degree programs and yet, at the same time, we will offer highly specialized subjects which emphasize the Asian perspective. Through scholarship programs, from the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and other organizations, we will strive to fortify systems to provide economic support to talented students from overseas, particularly from the Asian countries. 
Program Descriptions for Professional Degree Program
Overview Doctoral program (International Public Policy) trains students in the advanced research skills necessary to develop original questions from their research, construct and assess potential solutions that synthesize expert knowledge from various disciplines, and move these solutions quickly into practice with an international perspective, communicating with diverse stakeholders. Our graduates are policy professionals superbly equipped to handle specialist tasks and take the lead in core areas of society-whether they are leading policy development on diverse and complex social issues critical to state operation, representing the government in difficult international negotiations, leading international discussion at international organizations and research institutions, leading major multinational corporate projects that stimulate industry, or effecting social transformation as social entrepreneurs.
Research Areas
The program focuses on "International Finance and Development" and "International Security" as areas where these social demands are particularly strong and where there is a need for close international partnership.
Looking first at "International Finance and Development," the globalization of economic activities and the swift transformation of social and political systems amidst rapid scientific and technological advance are increasing the need to address issues from a broad international perspective even when developing and operating financial and fiscal policy and trade and development policy. Taking an international and interdisciplinary perspective and drawing on the economic development experience particularly of Japan and other Asian countries, the program addresses public policy research grounded in the disciplines of law and politics and economics in relation to the design and operation of financial and fiscal policy and trade and development policy, as well as the systemic frameworks underpinning these.
Next, in relation to "International Security," globalization and other changes in the international situation along with the growing complexity and sophistication of social systems and science and technology are bringing increasing diversity to the threats and risks that must be dealt with. Even in terms of traditional military security, the stable, fixed relations between countries that pertained during the Cold War have now become much more fluid, as can be observed in the involvement of non-state players, the frequency of civil wars and other conflicts, and new types of war. On the non-traditional security front too, we now need to address supply risks in relation to energy, food, water, mineral resources, and economic supply chains, environmental changes such as natural disasters and global warming, and safety and security risks associated with the use of science and technology. The juncture between security and development is also becoming increasingly important as recent cases of migration and political demography show. Again taking an international and interdisciplinary perspective, this component of the doctoral program addresses public policy research grounded in the disciplines of law and politics and economics in relation to the security issues presented by increasingly diverse threats and risks, as well as the design and operation of risk management methods.
Curriculum
The curriculum is made up primarily of applied research courses, practical research courses, and required research courses.
Applied research courses:
While these deal primarily with economics and with law and politics, they include courses that also touch on scientific subjects from an interdisciplinary perspective. Practical research courses: Supervised by teaching staff with real-world experience, the aim is to develop practical skills. Required research courses: Undertaken in conjunction with teaching staff from economics and politics, the emphasis is on improving skills at defining issues creatively and on the design and execution of research projects grounded in the real world. This category includes supervision of a doctoral thesis with participation by a collaborating supervisor under the direction of a main supervisor.
Also available are courses in research methodology and research ethics, and practical courses that involve designing and executing a research project that deals with a practical policy issue, with feedback from real-work practitioners.
Most courses are taught entirely in English. Students will be able to complete the program by taking these courses.
Doctoral Program (International Public Policy)
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Students' Voices
Seeking Study with Breadth and Depth
KOBAYASHI, Takuya
What I found at GraSPP was an environment that satisfied the strong determination I felt for deepening the knowledge of economics I gained as an undergraduate and studying widely in new fields I had never dealt with before. At GraSPP, I was able to take courses by teachers from diverse backgrounds, including those with practical experience from outside academia, and be exposed to the very latest developments from a wide variety of policy fields. For myself, I broadened my knowledge by attending lectures and seminars on medical and healthcare policy, urban and regional policy, population problems, and fiscal policy. In the field of economics, I was able to deepen my knowledge by learning how economic tools can be used to conduct quantitative analyses of policy proposals. Of course these are just some examples of the many possibilities available to you at GraSPP. The fact that nobody else in my year had the same mix of courses as I did testifies to the truth of this. To work alongside other students studying different material is stimulating and represents one of the attractions of GraSPP. There is a wealth of different things you can do at GraSPP. To anyone who recognizes the attraction of such a highly motivated environment, I would urge you to take up this opportunity to study with breadth and depth.
Springboard to the Real World
SHIRAKI, Misa
As someone who had previously focused on theoretical study at an overseas university and had only dealt with politics as a desktop exercise, what my two years at GraSPP gave me was a knowledge of more practical aspects. Worth mentioning here is the study trip to Europe. This provided an opportunity to participate in discussions about the introduction to Japan of economic evaluation of healthcare that was first adopted in the UK in 1999. Despite having spent time in the UK as an undergraduate, I had not previously given much thought to the advantages and disadvantages of the system. What makes the practical education provided by GraSPP particularly special is that the opportunities like this provide debate issues with people engaged at the front line of such work in Japan and elsewhere. Studying both theory and practice reinforced to me that, while the government may devise policies from a theoretical standpoint, it is the companies and citizen organizations out in the real world who get to implement them. I believe it is these people engaged in the actual work who best understand the true policy needs, and we should be lobbying government to this end. From this spring, I will be working in the "real world" of sales and marketing at a large electrical machinery manufacturer to implement infrastructure policy.
Going Back to Basics
HARA, Hirotaka
As someone who now works in Kumamoto Prefectural Government after switching from a career at a private-sector financial institution, taking up the opportunity to go back to study was a major step for me. Thanks to classes that mix theory and practice and are given by Japan's leading academics or teaching staff who have worked at the forefront of society, I have not only learned about the nature of the legal system, but also about the importance of engaging in the multifaceted and layered analysis and study of the various problems that confront actual society in order to determine their true nature. While my work often led me to question whether a particular policy (or work) was really what was wanted, study at GraSPP not only helped me resolve such concerns, it also taught me the importance of going back to basics without being caught in preconceived ideas and equipped me with the skills to do so. The network of teachers and other colleagues I built up in the process is also a valuable asset that will clearly be a major benefit to me in times to come. I believe that anyone with ambition and a strong awareness of the issues will find their time spent as a student at GraSPP to be a very meaningful experience.
GraSPP-My rst experience of learning abroad JAWED, Mohd (from India)
Having worked as an engineer for five years in my country in the public sector organisation with a mandate to plan, develop and operate a rail based urban transportation system, I realised that policy formulation was an inalienable part of any transportation engineering project. The desire to delve deeper into the subject motivated me to gain specialized training in the area of public policy. The University of Tokyo, being one of the top ranking universities in Asia and among the best in the world, was my natural choice. The rigorous selection process made the dream of acceptance into GraSPP an increasing fascination with every passing day. Now, having spent a semester here, I consider myself fortunate to be a student at this renowned institution. As a part of the academic curriculum of MPP/IP, the balanced study of a wide array of courses from a diverse range of pure and applied disciplines such as economics, finance, public management, law, science and environment, equips the students with an effective intellectual toolkit to deal with interdisciplinary nature of challenges at the time of policy making. GraSPP boasts of a rich diversity of students with a variety of linguistic, educational, professional and socio-cultural background hailing from a multitude of geographical and cultural regions of the world. The interaction with such confreres makes it a completely global experience and widens one's outlook besides providing an unmatched platform to learn a multiplicity of customs and traditions prevailing around the world. At GraSPP, the insightful training provided by distinguished academicians is beautifully complemented by professionals having rich experience in government, private sector and international organisations. While moving to Japan, I had a few reservations about some aspects of one's social life such as food and language barriers. These concerns, seemingly insurmountable to me initially, proved to be unfounded as I came to Japan. The cordial support from the team at International Affairs Office deserves kudos for making the transition from my home country to Japan a smooth and hassle free experience. The tutor system makes the life of non Japanese speaking students in fact much easier.
Sentiment on Finishing First Semester HAN, Janet (from the US)
Before starting my first semester at the University of Tokyo, I didn't know what to expect. I had entered into GraSPP at the age of nineteen with no prior knowledge about life in Japan but simply my desire and openness to learn. Nevertheless, I knew entering the university I would be surrounded by a highly intellectual community of scholars, passionate to learn and immerse into the field of Public Policy. This filled me with both excitement and nervousness for I knew that my admission to GraSPP had opened a door to an opportunity of a lifetime. The MPP/IP program brings together an incredibly concentrated and diverse group from all over the world holding different nationalities, educational backgrounds, work experiences, and languages. The students' varied backgrounds contribute to unique perspectives and policy viewpoints that never cease to inspire me. What is amazing about GraSPP is not only the high quality of education brought by our world class professors who are working practitioners in all policy fields, but the quality of every single student that make up our program. Each one of us holds a unique specialty and talent that sets us apart. As we come together both in and outside of classes, our unique differences complement one other and allows for a fruitful learning environment. As we bring forth distinct ideas and policy perspectives, we all share the common goal of aspiring to make the world a better place. Our conversation about overcoming key global issues such as cooperation deadlock, energy inefficiency, aging population, financial crisis, poverty, and among others are discussed with deep conviction and genuine passion towards devising policies that promote peace and prosperity in our modern world. In sum, my first semester was filled with challenges whether it was settling into life in Tokyo or participating in difficult yet thought provoking classes. However in the midst of every struggle, I enjoyed every moment because it enabled me to push and believe in myself to do my very best. I have been able to build wonderful friendships, engage with inspiring professors, and expand my mind studying under the umbrella of a frontier university. I am truly blessed to be a part of the GraSPP family and feel overjoyed for the coming years ahead. 
TECUSE Technology Transfer under Sustainable Economy
TECUSE is researching policies to transfer and spread global warming countermeasures technologies in Asian and other developing countries, and to also maintain and boost Japan's industrial competitiveness.
Space Policy Governance
This project is conducting empirical research on the ideal forms of governance and specific legal policies for space development.
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO
As of April 2016, GraSPP accommodates five research units.
Research activities, achievements and other pertinent matters related to these units are communicated through the GraSPP newsletter, the school's website and other broader avenues such as through public symposiums.
Research Activities
Ocean Policy Unit
The Ocean Policy Unit adopts a comprehensive approach to understanding the increasingly complicated challenges associated with governance of oceans and then strives to improve governance of oceans by educating stakeholders. To support a comprehensive approach, research activities are both interdisciplinary and practically focused enlisting support and cooperation from other university departments. 
STIG
Human Resources Policy Unit
In an era of ongoing globalization and growing diversity in people's values, the Human Policy Research Unit seeks to undertake surveys, research, and education in greater depth and to publish information on how to foster, develop, and make use of people with the skills to identify and seek solutions to the many problems facing the world.
ISN Japan Innovative Schools Network supported by OECD
A joint activity by the OECD and various regions targeting the research, development, and promulgation of new practices in education (including curriculums, teaching practices, assessment practices, and teacher training).
Academic Exchanges with Overseas Public Policy Graduate Schools e Global Leader Program for Social Design and Management (GSDM)
GraSPP has been a member of the Global Public Policy Network (GPPN), a network of world-leading public policy graduate schools since 2012. As of February 2016, GraSPP has academic exchange agreements with 11 major overseas public policy graduate schools. In addition to allowing students to gain credits for overseas study, GraSPP introduced a double degree (DD) option in 2009 whereby students can be granted degrees by two separate graduate schools within a fixed time period. This is the first scheme at the University of Tokyo. As of the end of AY2015, DD agreements were in place with a total of six schools. Moreover, GraSPP expects to have two more partner schools for a DD option, namely the London School of Economics and Political Sciences (LSE) and Crawford School of Public Policy at the Australian National University (ANU). By the end of AY2015, 141 GraSPP students had studied abroad on exchange programs (97 exchange students and 44 DD students), and 133 overseas students had enrolled at GraSPP (79 exchange students and 54 DD students). While around 25 GraSPP students studying at overseas graduate schools each year, a similar number of students from our exchange partner schools come to Japan and spend half a year to one year as students at GraSPP. GraSPP students have also staged academic exchange events with student from 
